WHAT IS

Whst would you thmk i vou learmed of a conmmanity
where a handful of residents god together, and ol all things,
starled thear own local curreney? Pranting their own money
Al 11 15 legil. When | lesmed of this happering here o the
Columbde River Gonge | had 1o know more, 5o 1 did what one
dowzs n this day and age; | Google™d i Wath a lingle mvestiga
g, | fowined the RiverlIOURS website and began my educa
tran of local currency, Agam | have Found mysell surmoundisd
by a truly amazing grovup of people all Hving in this equally
mnasng place, wwwrverhours.ong 1= the website for the
Ciorpe Local Currency Cooperative whose sleering committice
crealed aml oversees the cumency, lnmedialely | was hookisd
and rernindid of the power of information available so quick

[ fownegd mwsell speechless, vl wanling w12l everyone aboul
what | laacl jiest Besmmmed.

At thes point an overview of a Riverl HOUR s i order,
e Federl Ciovernment redinres thal dendominaiions ol
local currencies are assigned a specific conversion S

ﬂ.

whal one can get for goods or services ol marke, el celher

vahee hased upon the United Stales Dollar thad s
issuegl by the Federnl Reserve Bank, The value ol

thi nole within the commimty 15 estahlizhed nor by

thes bocal value of the same goods el services within ihe
commumnity, This tepe of complementary monetary sys- 5
tlem asgmmends the existing money  cinculation, pling S
additional cash in the hands ol local businesses and resi

1 These diys

Mhe website = truly refreshing, Mol
becaese i 15 Mull of Mashy poage lyouls o
bargaims on things | don’t need at Gcton
dhirect prces, but becavse ol the -.||1||1I|-.'|
v ol the formal and the coment, The
wternel these davs s clublens] with so
many adversemenis, pop=ups, and el
improvemenl schemes thit sometimes (he
good &l s bured wo deeply o Do
However, thene are sl pems in there,
amd this sibe was o be no exception, The
Kaver OIS

inlormation aboul the comnmon sense ol

withaile  ollers  logncal

wsing local currency, Currencies thal pro

Want to print
your own
money:? Come
and find out

how.

dbenls becimee (Re curmency’ pocd 15 mo
Ihe

bissts e lowcal ecomomy and creptes

fecreased incrensed  circulation
maliiplying eMect on federal dollirs, so
evisryone i ahleg o evm and spend o Linke
more. 'What a mrvelous mdea, A gremt
ibea becoming reality amd  gueetly
waknimg strewidh in this community,
S0 there | sil readoy alomg page
by paagge i awe ol this coming io
b,

Koo I | Wil ed Lid
Fivertl O RS notes, | firs needed
T

ir knoss i obiain them, =

Anvaome  can exchange LS

vide an ecoamie beg=up {oe Lher arai,
il lowing commumiies o increase their independence wml eco
nowee slability,

Like o diligend stmbent, | began oy introduction 1o our
local currency with the " Welcome" page, aller which, | imome-
duely skippad o the end o bearn abou those ot the heart of
the curremcy, The GLOC steermg commitles members who
civifril the currency are the local equivalent of the Federl
Reservie Bank. Their biographies read as my own lifetime per
sonil and professioml le=go b= Based on qust a Hile informa
lir=l
RBiverHHOURS moles, bul first wanted 19 leam mone, Working

ton froom the website | owas leoking 10 obiain my

oy wity throgh the site | couldn®t beleve whal | was readimg

Uhoncter WM

Dollars for local curreney, bul the 5
reitl pavodT s 01 vou mlvertise. Adveriismg goods aml sery

ices in the RiverlHOURS Trsde Directory 15 mach like
advertising in o newspiper, Indivaduals and busisesses pur
chase advertismg space within the quastedy directory Tor 540

i reduirm, Lhey e lested as service providers, recemve i listing
wicls amd services being ollered ANDY Four and o hall’ 6§

(]

ool The
RiverHHOURS, When wis ihe Fast time vou padd Tor a clas
sified ad and received MORE than vour money back plus ..,"'
thie histing? This gives a whole new mesning o the
Ul Bavert UL S noles

ane griven o the achveriiger, nodes That will siay wilhim

term i pays o oadverise,”
the commuinity where they orgmated, And what of ihe

Lo inmi Pl sorme SiHm

o host of other relofed commumity subject matter,

coppfintied from page

ithe ad?
pay the
GLCC

15 made

8. dollprs forr
Tho=e dollars are used o
operating
whose steering commilles

speni

costs ol the
w
L '\-\.Illl..'::l.' Of volunleers
The BiverHOU RS trade directory 1s much
"‘J ke o regulor newspoper and melodes o st of
businesses  ond amdevidoanls that owall pecepl
FiverHOUERS notes gs partinl or -.'|||'|p||_'||,' pavment
for poods and services. Like the LS, Daollar, the
vitlue ol the notes rellects the fmith and sUppT
nl the |'|u.1r-|:_' who nse them. Any skill ar
|,'n|1'.n'.|_|-.i|I:.' cunm be compensnied I'-:.' using
HIMES m the same Wiy we nlrepdy wse disl-
lars
S0 HiverHOURS ore II_'J.l"I_ sy o use, o o
welcome monetary addition o ony community,
treal  earned
RiverHOURS notes the way wvou would earmed
dol lors. When receiving HOLUES, =k !.nurwll_ "
% thes were federal money would | pay tox on ™ 1F the
"“.!-I1'-'l.'|.|_'r 15 WEs, thien add the RiverHOLUES earmings o
N yasur taxahble meome. | found much more informaotion
[ nl wwow riverhours O bt | was ready 1o el staried

huwl whiot abowl 1nxes? H|1|1|'|'I.l.

i that poini. The website makes 11 easy for anyone
o ohimm EiverHOUERS, whether they ore pdver-
8 tising i the directory or just woant fo gel

& mvaolved mother COMmUTLITLY
Local currencies exist peross the coumiry
und proumd the world, The GLOC |'||_'LL:JI' with
an advertsement i a local poper asking a simple
guastion; “Wanl o print vour own |'||'||1.;-:." Come
" There o local currency was bom
&7 In the three years singe, the individunls thot now
y make up the steering committee hove met, talked,
> estahlished !'r'|:|'||,I-I|||1'-;_ '.'.-.-r'a.;||lg r:_'I._1I,'.||1|'-.|'|'-r!= and n
¢ local currency that is resdy to lounch. All that is need-
edf b loire FELETT T Lhi navkes 15 Lo secure The remammder of
“ the one hundred service providers for the Trade

I Mrector,

#I ! The larpest ond best known community currency
im the Unied States was established in Ithaco, Mew
York o 199
in clroulatron and 30 basinessies odverti=ed m

Fimd oot hiow

Feow with over ST0004 equivalent

their directory, IthoeaHOURs have truly been
rmbraced by iy, Adternnbives Fedieral
Credit Limion even pecepis HhocaHOURS for
payment of morigage fees
Mz rdes 15 stendily pomeng momentum o
towns and ciires across {he nation., ._||,1|,I|r||.; vilu-
nhle cash o locol economies and bailding
ﬁl'|'||1-|__'-\,,7 commumnrires withim Amenco one h:-.
one, A list ol those local cumrencies con be found
¥ ol weow smallishenutiful arg The wehsite of the
E.l Foundation., www.smallisbenul-
Il OrfE prds 1dies ||1~;|g|l| nnd infosrmation o SOy

Lhe

schumapcher

currency, sustainable economies and CODEDEICS, D5 WY el as

The lounch of the RiverHOURS community currency 15
scheduled Tor Octoher of Z08kd. ond 15 the result of o greand
deal ot time and effort by o bandiul of residents, A local cur-
rency doesn’i
lew 1o HTpTovE nnd :-.:_n_'ngln,'l' {herr COMuEEY i the henrd
ol the Colombin Biver IZi-:'-r:__l\' % Tew who found the iime each

sl |'|i,||'||'||.,'|'|_ i s proot of the dedication of a

week o discwss, plan, buld ond launsch o community curren-
Cw

Commumiies are made of mdmvadenl=, and sIrONE commu-
mities are made up ol mdivedunls who donoted therr iome, skills,
knowledge ond energy 1o be nopart of building somewhers spe-
cil. nurtwrng amid pridecting 1hee |'|I:J:;.;- "'n._':-. call home |'1'||1I,||1-7'
onee s ovvn maney 15 relotively simple, and great thanks s doe
i those dedicated mdeviduals and supportive communities
whi are the reason local currencies are now found i ever
INCreasing numbers peross the couniry, This TEsUFHEnse in licnl
CUFTENCY has been ;||,'I|,11r|}l to ool econamig SVSICImS, bho sler-
ng .'._'i__l|.'-|'|ul sty and Emproving thi .,;u._:lll:. of Bvde for all
T I|||_'L:-.' enough to find themselves l1v L TERT e rlghl pl:n;.;_
wt e r||;ht temie, wnd maost 'r|'-|'|.|'r|u|'ll'.'_ with the |'|._1I'I |'.|_'|i_1I'.-
boTs

For more miormotion abowt BiverHOLUES, |1!.;:|x._' vkl
thewr wehsile al www r'|1.-_'.-|1|||:r-_-.'-r;__l_ Or Come join thiermy ot the
Hood Biver First Frodoy celebrotion Cketohier 1, 2004 doswn-
fown

For more mmlormation aboot the E.F. Schumacher ."inn;'.u_'l,:u.'_
please visit ther websile ot weow smallisbeaubiful org

e
SKAMANIA LODGE'

DHCE Conflerence & Resort Destinasions”

(e, 3-5 & et T-12:
Shamimamin Ceoll Selusol

e, 9 - Murder My sery Weekend -
Sitrvenaan WA, Frov St e

From Lodze 13pm— Spm

N7 Guoest Speaker - Rick MeClare
= The Arclwology al Pbemecr
Legging” Epm — Skamania Lodge

el 24 - Albee Wenke Stephens— 11am
Faimting Demonst
Skomammin Ledge—The Corge Roam

- The Cosacncle R at Dalee Slovmaniz I-“"-IE" -
Festuring Weekly - Sumiday Brusch and
The Friday SNight Gorge Horvest Buffiey
Reservations, call §00.220.7117
Skamanialodge dolee.com




